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Small or medium sized companies.....

® expanding your company -

@® locating to new business premises

® researching grants and financial packages

@® continued support as your company develops
® contacting Wirral’s business advice agencies

Wirral Direct offers one-to-one advice at
no cost to your company.

If you would like to know more, please
-contact Mike Shakeshaft or Sara Young
. -at Wirral Direct on 0151 650 6926




e have io keep
winning maiches

Welcome to this evenings match and
especially Steve McMahon, his players
and staff from Swindon Town. This fixture
should have taken place on Saturday but
as you are all aware we will be at
Newcastle in the FA Cup and | felt it was
important that we were able to play a
home fixture in the middle of four away
fixtures.

February sees us travelling some very
long distances from Portsmouth to
Middlesbrough and Norwich in between
we appreciate you loyal supporters who
follow us everywhere which means so
much to the players.

| was very disappointed with our
performances against Manchester City
and especially Middlesbrough where
once again it highlighted our problems of
not scoring goals. Despite breaking a
Football League record of five successive
clean sheets it is still not good enough. |
am looking for more responsibility from
our midfield players to see us through
this.

Up to the end of October David Kelly
and Lee Jones had formed a very
successful striking partnership but since
then, because of injuries they have hardly
played together. | came in and scored a
couple of goals but we have never been
able to send out a settled strike force.
Our midfield have been disappointing in
taking strong chances and they are fully
aware of how | feel. They do well in
training but it is only they who can carry
this over onto the pitch. | can threaten
them but at the enrf of the day its up to
them.

Being able to buy players is proving
very difficult as most clubs seem to be
after the same thing — a goalscorer and
with a limited budget this is very difficult.

TRANMERE ROVERS
Prenton Park; Prenton Road West Bir

We have now got to the point where
we have to keep winning matches. Three
points tonight added to the excellent
three we achieved at Reading on
Saturday will start to see us climb out of
the bottom three.

Seven clean sheets was excellent for
the defenders and | can see them gettinE
very frustrated to see their hard wor
wasted by other players not taking
chances.

| can't leave this column without
mentioning Newcastle on Saturday. For
once we will be able to forget the
pressures of the League and
go up there to enjoy our
football as Stevenage
did, perhaps cause an 8
upset. it will be nice =
to meet Kenny g
Dalglish and Terry
McDermott again
and for you the
supporters  the
chance to enjoy
seeing one of the
top Premiership

grounds. 1 &N
understand nearly A
3,000 will be
travelling up

and so it

should be a

g 1 ig-a it
atmosphere.
Enjoy tonight's
game and be safe
travelling to
Newcastle.

(John
Aldridge

Telephone: _0151-608 4194
Facsimile:. 0151608 4385
Ticket Offices.................. 0151-609 0137

-...0151-608 0371
0151-608 5724
.-0151-608 0436

Rich e Tie ‘: Telephone:
: HEE ' : Facsimile:.
Club Shop: ..
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Richard Edgehill and Georgi Kinkladze leave poor
Lee Jones in a heap

MATCH FACTS

Tranmere Rovers......................... 0
Manchester v SRR (1]
Tranmere: Simonsen, Morgan |
(Morrissey 68), Thompson,
McGreal, Challinor. Frail, G. Jones,
Mellon (Mahon 80), Parkinson,
O'Brien, L Jones (Branch 58).
Shots 6, Corners 8, Fouls 12.

Man. city: Wright, Brightwell,
Shelia, Brown, Symons, Edgehill,
Crooks, Russel]|, Bradbury (Van
Blerk 74), Kinkladze, Rosler. Subs
not used: Greenacre, Jeff wh itley

Shots 7, Corners 13, Fouls 8.

Referee: Mr. m. Wilkes
(GIOucester)

Attendance- 12,830
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From The Top

Tonight's match has been hurriedly re-arranged in the wake of our Cup exploits
and the cancellation of fixtures through international duty which is already
causing something of a log jam; for whilst games in hand give some degree of
comfort, there can be no substitute for points in the bag.

For many years we have dreamt about a run in the FA Cup and reaching the
fifth round for the first time in thirty years is notable and financially rewarding but
not even that must deflect our concentration for the truly main issue which is of
course survival and progress in this division. We now know of course that our
reward is a trip to St. James’ Park on February 14th which will no doubt reduce
the purchase of Valentine cards and flowers by regular supporters who are
making the journey north.

Although we previously played at this magnificent stadium on equal terms, their
elevation to the Premiership over recent years, has given this Cup tie at that
venue, a particular magic to say nothing of the welcome gate receipts. If we show
the same grit and determination as demonstrated against Sunderland few would
write us off. :

| extend a warm Prenton Park welcome to the Chairman and Directors, Steve
McMahon and his players, and the Swindon fans who have made the journey
north.

| know our respective managers are the best of pals, but tonight the gloves will
be off as they both seek a further three points for different reasons, for | doubt
the game has seen two more competitive personalities both on and off the
field.

| hope you enjoy the match and mind how you travel home.

The official Taxi Service for Tranmere Rovers FC
‘The’ Superior 24-hour Car & Courier Service

0151 647 5454




FanScene

A-Z of TRFC
Peter McLead, who lives in
Dukinfield, Cheshire but has become
a Tranmere follower through the
good influences of his friend - also
called Peter - who hails from
Tranmere originally, but is now
resident in Cheshire too — is looking
for a copy of Peter Bishop's book,
The A-Z of Tranmere Rovers, which
was published a few years ago but
has completely sold out and cannot
be bought new these days. Does
anyone out there have a copy which
they would be willing to sell to
Peter? If so, please contact him at
147 Birch Lane, Dukinfield, Cheshire.
Peter sent in a very interesting
letter, telling us that he and his
fellow Rovers’ fans meet up on a
Tuesday night in their local pub in
the form of an unofficial Rovers

by
CAROL
DALZIEL

Supporters Club, and that they travel
through to Hamilton Square on
matchdays, prior to hitting the
Halfway House before kick off!
Thank you for your kind comments
about the Club, Peter - | have
passed your letter on to General
Manager Janet Ratcliffe — but just
one thing... I'm a Miss, not a Mr!

Finally, Peter is interested in any
sort of history about Rovers, not only
the A-Z, but he has already got a
copy of Gilbert Upton's recently
published complete history; if you
have any articles, pamphlets or
suchlike that you think he'd like to
see, please get in touch with him at
the address previously given.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Somewhat belatedly, many happy
returns to long-time supporter Kevin

2
&

Tumer who ceiebrated" hls fometh

ly stood) in the Boro
nd, Sarry we're-a bit |
at | was-stuck for

FAN FILES WAHI'EO. :
Please don't be shy. Send in your
recollections of the first time you
ever watched Tranmere - where,
when, how, why, with whom, the

score, anything that particularly

stuck in your mind about the game,
all that sort of thing.

Enciose a photegraph of yourself

I,

don't i
memories of
Shrewsbury-"at

L

CHESTER
ELLESMERE
PORT
WIRRAL
TRAINING
ENTERPRISE
COUNCIL

TRAIN NOW TO IMPROVE YOUR JOB
OPPORTUNITIES. CALL CEWTEC ON FREEPHONE
0800 132 762

" Match reports

Don't miss them_ SiX da_ys aweek




' PROGRAMME REVIEW ~ THE RECORD BREAKERS

gt UP FOR THE CUP
Could be 5-0 or 6-0, or even some more.
But | said to the wife, we were having a chat, .
Tranmere won't win by as many as
ﬂhm‘hhumtadgieaslﬁ;
wﬁam:‘ rd mwlwz-o;mmﬁk_*
mitemationals in March and a tour of New Mﬁlﬂbeaﬁmadmf@dﬂl

. Then Mr. Corfe, who likes to be Frank,

GILLIE ALDISS R.LP. ek ey s b | o

We are sad to report the death, in mid-January of our Fﬂngmt:emmwmm ’

former Gille Aldiss, just a week short of his 78th We'l re-write the records, and be in the 6th Round!
hiﬂtday.nyﬁhﬁ.hemadeﬂappeaancesfmkmers
either side of the last War before finishing his career with

FEditor s Mewsdesl:

:

:

New Bghton. It s ter yars e ied i Wolisy. Ou DS Lﬁlmus S?@QD?
% ¥ LI

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES

SET

Tt ¢

We extend a warm welcome to Stephen

Frail who has joined us from Hearts for an
* initial £75,000 with a further £20,000 due
after a set number of appearances.
Edinburgh born, Stephen has now
recovered fully from a cruciate ligament
injury sustained a couple of years ago £
when he was on the verge of the full
Scotland squad. His early career was spent with Dundee
who sold him to Hearts for £400,000 in 1994 but since his
injury he found it hard to re-establish himself in Jim Jeffries
revitalised side and was delighted to get the chance to play
in the English League.

Likened to Ge(gu Brannan by John Aldridge 28-year-old
Stephen can play a number of positions but prefers the
right back — right wingback role. We trust he has a long and
successful career with Tranmere Rovers, ™




TONIGHT'S SPECIAL GUESTS

I would like to welcome tonight's spedcial
gusts from the Wallasey Boys Brigade. |
would also like to welcome members of
the Action Youth Club from Edge Hill in
Liverpool. Enjoy the game.

WIRRAL SCHOOLS QuIZ

The Football in the Community Annual
Wirral Primary Schools Quiz is now up
and running with schools from across
the peninsula being visited during the
neat couple of months. Quizes will be
set up at over 80 different schools with
the winning team from each quiz being
invited to Tranmere Rovers to take part
in the semi-finals/finals.

The boys and girls who make up
teams of five answer general
knowledge, pop music, films, TV and
sports questions. The quiz has been
running for nine years and is now firmly
established in primary school activities.
Over 8,000 children involve themselves
in the quiz either as participants or as
the augience and this makes the quiz
one of, if not the largest run by any
football club in this country. Regular

31 Tre Conmrity Prorimme

updates will be given during the coming
months.

The following schools have been
visited so far (winning-points score in
brackets):

St. Werburgh's (20'/2), Devonshire Park
(26), Hillside (24'/2), Portland (27),
Prenton (34'/:), Park Primary (16'/2),
Bedford Drive (24), St. Anne's (26), St.
Laurences (31), Stanton Road (25'/2).

SOCCER SCHOOL

Tranmere Rovers Football in the
Cemmunilz are holding a 4-day Soccer
School in the February Half-Term on
Tuesday 17th February to Friday 20th

February at Borough Road Playing Fields.

This will be a chance for your son or
daughter to come along and experience
how much fun it is to come along and
experience how much fun it is to leam
the basic skills of football.

The course is for boys and girls
between the ages of 7-12 and the fee is
E25.

The aim of the Soccer School is to

rovide enjoyment, improve the childs
asic footbalr skills and to give all

A

L

TRANMERE ROVERS GIRLS U-12s

The U-12’s have put on some impressive performances during
their first season in the Merseyside Girls League. They are
flying highiat the top of the table and have '

goals this was achieved with a 3-0 win

Holde

participants
an.'acteoft_xaw -
days of football fun. ,
B
endeavour and enthusiasm; Mini World
Cup; certificates and numerous spot
prizes; a tour of Prenton Park; avisittoa
Tranmere Rovers game; supervisionina
safe environment; superstar :
competition; American Shootout;
Penalty Shootout.

To reserve a place of for further
details phone Steve Williams on 608
2354,

MERSEYSIDE
DRUGS
PREVENTION
TEAM
Working with the
community to
9.00 pm prevent the spread of

EVERY DAY Drug Misuse.
2L 3 Telephone:

0151-236 4434

YEAR



Branded shlrts Nos 1-1

Chonce of 4 colours

. Kitting out your team can be a major expense that’s guaranteed
to stretch your budget. Not any more. We can offer you team strips
for ages 6-16 at cost price! It's just one of the ways Nationwide
supports youth football in the community.

B 4 Bl ;g
e Freephone 0500 3( 20 10

~ NationwideFoothalileague [ foraleaﬂetand ordprforn:

g_ ;‘ _ Naj:ionwide- ]

|| Nationwide

FOOTEALL LEAGTE

1053 1089 am




Well here | am an hour ahead, it's snowing and —=10°C,
and | discover | need to fill a2 speech bubble for next
Tuesday, which is of course tonight?! How considerate
to rearrange this fixture whilst I'm in the land of Stig in
the Dumps 'cause I'm stuck in Anfield’s Reserves
(Norway for the uninitiated).

And to be entertaining our old “friends” Swindon four
days early due:to our continued involvement in the FA
Cup which they couldn’t handle. I'm surprised they
didn't try the old floodlight trick against Stevenage just
like they did on us... oh, and against Stoke a fortnight
ago. Except that, this time, they were winning so they
managed to fix the bulbs.

On to more serious matters, and it was very
disappointing to hear that Andy Thorn has finally
admitted defeat to Tommy Smith Knee Syndrome. A
fine career of an excellent ambassador has been
prematurely cut short. A word of warning though...
when we get to the Cup Final, don't take a penalty,
whoever's the opposition, and whichever's the charity.

Charity, nowadays, doesn’t begin at home, and what
with all the blah blah blah about us not scoring, and
the pitch resembling Sabina Park, the media seem to
have forgotten one very important statistic... we haven't
conceded in 7, a new club record. Obviously we'd like
to have scored one or two to convert those singles into
trebles, but we didn't let one in during January.
Congrats Simmo!

So now attentions turn to a very important few days,
and two crucial games. Tonight's three points are so
important in our battle to stay in the First, and a win
would be an ideal platform for Saturday.

For all the talk of Geordie fun and North Eastern
weekends, we might be heading to deeper Herts.
Naturally, though, | am expecting to be back in colder
climes, and after —-10° I'm ready for anything!

Newcastle are famous for that Hereford shock. We
disposed of them Bulls in the Hereford potential shock,
so why not us do to Shearer what they did to Super-
Mac?

Howay the Lads out the Cup!!!

Roberd Gain

Hali Time - Let’s bet

QUIZICAL!

Which two players celebrated their first full
international call ups for England’s squad
versus Chile?

. Steve McMahon left Everton to join which club,

before eventually joining Liverpool?
In which year was the FA School of Excellence

" atLilleshall opened?

And in which year was the system of loan
transfers introduced?

. Wheo moved from Manchester United to AC

Milan for £1.5m in 19847

. Name the last English manager to win the FA

Cup?

. Which was the first English ground to go all-

seater?

. Which current Premiership dub once played at

the Antelope Ground?

. Who is the manager of Stoke

Sk BBQ

10. Who scored the winniing goal for —

Nottingham Forest in the 1980
European Cup Final? MERSEYSIDE

Questions set by lan Kennedy. Answers on page 35

E STREET « BIRKENHEAD
: N

SERVING THE
FULL RANGE OF

CAYS

TRADITIONAL
BITTER,
DARK MILD &
FORMIDABLE ALE

IMPORTED FAXE PREMTUM
LAGER ON DRAUGHT.
« ( A WIDE CHOICE OF GUEST
BEERS AND SPECIALITY
BEERS IN BOTTILE

Ale HAowuse




Who's lext? ... [rewe Alex

Gawrey Doolan takes a close look at the next visitors to Prenton Park

Crewe come to Prenton Park
showing signs of finally adapting to
the demands of the First Division.

Dario Gradi's side initially
struggled to adapt to the higher
level after winning promotion from
the Second Division last season.

But an improvement in form and
a string of decent results since the
turn of the year have lifted Alex out
of the relegation zone and closer to
mid-table safety.

The New Year also started well
for Gradi - the longest serving
manager in the game - honoured
with an MBE and Manager of the
Month for January.

Gradi's purist footballing

principles have not waned over the
years and he said: “Football has to
be an exciting game for the players
and an exciting game for the
supporter”.

He insists Crewe's recent
improvement is down to hard work
and the ability to learn fast in the
higher league.

“We have worked very hard on
learning from each game and the
players work both physically and
mentally to get that improvement
and quite a few players are
beginning to think they can play at
this level," he said.

Although honoured by the MBE,
Gradi said he has been more

pleased by the Zy
development of his Sk
team at a club he

holds dear. He took /«

over the reins at

Gresty Road way

back in June 1983 and

has succeeded despite a sell-to-
survive policy.

“I was pleased with the MBE but
| am more pleased with winning
points in the league”, he said.

Crewe, as always, have a side
packed with young talent like Kevin
Street and Mark Rivers. They are
sure to give us some problems,
having already beaten us once this
season. It should be an interesting
match

You're in No.1 hands at
the Cowshed Resta

You're guaranteed top class food and a
great atmosphere at the 16th Century
Wheatsheaf Inn & Cowshed
Restaurant -as
recommended

by Rovers’ No.1!

Opening Hours:
Monday - Saturday
12.00 noon - 2.00p.m.

Sundays
12.00 noon - 3. O-Op m.
Evenings
6.00 p.m.-930p.m.

‘TheGreenRabv err al i
Telephone: 0151-336 3416

W2 For up-to-date Tranmere Information, ring ROVERS CLUBCALL on 0891-12-16-46 . Calls cost 50p/min. at all times




LEAGUE
PREMIER
DIVISION

| It has turned into a difficult season for the Reserves
who have found victories hard to come by in the
' Pontins Premier League.

Indeed only one success has been recorded in
fifteen outings and amazingly it was on an unlikely
occasion away to Manchester United who duly
gained revenge in the return clash.

With so many injuries running through the senior
camp the Reserves have often lacked experience in
their line-ups but it has been a good learning
period for the young players who have been
drafted in.

The Reserves are due at Aston Villa tomorrow
and have a re-arranged home clash with Everton
on February 25th. Six points would be welcome
but it is something of a tall order.

Meanwhile the second string are hopeful of
qualifying for the later stages of the Pontins League
Cup despite an unexpected away defeat 1-3 at
Blackpool.

Rovers created enough chances to have won

' comfortably but paid dearly for some erratic
finishing.

Marc Anthony who went on as a fifth minute
‘replacement for the injured Lee Jones grabbed a
‘consolation goal near the closing minutes.

It was scoreless at the interval but the home side
‘went clear with three well taken efforts. Alan
‘Morgan completed the full ninety minutes after
suspension to put hnmseif back in the first team
squad.

?Rovets Reserves. Coyne, Perelra, Morgan,

HOLIDAY CLUB

PONTIN’S

Hxll Mahon, Momssey Wi!llams (Kournas

Thir 14Aug  Blackbum Rovers
Wed 20Aug  Leeds United 23 (Parianson, Branch)
Wed 27 Aug  Sheffield Wed. 3-3~{Mahon, Aldndge. Morgan)
Wed3Sept  Everton 00

Wed 105ept Aston Villa o3

11 (Branch)

Mon 15 Sept Rotherham (PontinsCap) 1-1 (Mahon)-

Wed 24 Sept Liverpool 23 (Brnch2)

Mon 29 Sept  Manchester United 2-1 (Hebel Branch)
Wed80c  Preston North End 3-4.{Q'Brien, Gibson, Aldridge)

Mon 130at  Stoke Gty o1

Wed 200t Derby County o0

Wed5Nov  Scarbomugh Poss(s)  6-3 (Momssay, Hebel Aldndee 2 Parionson 2)
Wed 12 Nov_ Natfingham Forest 4-6 (Aldndge, Parkinson, Maurg, He
Wed 26 Nov  Birmingham City 22 (Pariinson, Mauro)
Tues2Dec  Manchester United G-

Wed 10Dec  Leeds United 1-3 (Branch)

Wed 17 Dec  Blackbum Rovers 23 (Williams, L Jones)
TuesGlan  Shefficld Wednesday 00

Wed 21.1an' Bladkpool (Pontins Cup) 13 (Anthony)

Thur5feb  Blackpool (Pontins Cup) -

Wed 11 Feb  Aston Villa -

Wed 25Feh Everion -

ThurS Mar _Liverpool g

Wed 11Mar  Noftingham Forest -

Tues 24 Mar. Derby County -

Wed 1 Apr  Birmingham Gity «

Wed 29Apr  Stoke Gity

2 BROMBOROUGH PAINTS

l AND BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD
THE BUILDER'S MERCHANT

Suppliers of building materials to the trade and DIY. Stockists
of plasters, plasterboards, sand, concrete, bricks, blocks, fence
panels and posts, insulation, garage doors, bathroom suites,
tiles, guttering.... and a newly opened timber department!

Bridle Road Eastham.
Telephone:0151-327 5661

THE DECORATOR'S MERCHANT
The largest independent paints merchant in the North
with daily deliveries from Mid Wales to Southem
Scotland. Over 10,000 colours available from stock phus
all the famous woodcare names. 2,000 wallcoverings in
stock with 20,000 more available on 24hr delivery.

Villc:gé Road ; Biombdrough
Telephone: 0151-334 1237



Today’s Mascot

Today’s mascot is 10-year-old
STEPHEN ROSE
Stephen, who attends
Brookdale Primary School in
Greasby is a big fan of Kenny
Irons. His hobbies include
football, cricket, rugby and

watching Tranmere Rovers.

—
SuperWhites Quiz |

SUPERWHITES QUIZ

Just for fun!

1. Which former Tranmere player
scored an own goal in the play
off semi final at Swindon?
Name the player signed from
Swindon who kept us in the
Football League?

. Who scored two goals at
Swindon before the match was
abandoned due to floodlight
failure?

a3pupyy uyor ¢
swelj Aieny “z ISiadIA aA31S |

See every goal from the
weekend with ITV'S
NarionwinE FooTBALL
LrAGUE EXTRA, in
association with Nationwide
Building Society.

We'll be on air just after midnight on
Mondays and repeated later in the
week in many regions,

The programme is introduced by
Gabriel Clarke and includes
interviews, competitions, the lntﬂ'ﬂ.
news and talking

points, and all the

goals scored at the

weekend from

the Nationwide

Fooiball League.
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Did | really
wrife that?

‘Andy Thom who | mention later on, Mauro Pereira who is along
absentee, Gary Stevens who had op: on his knee and ankle and
7d Kelly who was ony  coupe of ays away from plaing and who has
been struggling simply because we have to get him back s soon as we can
because we need him. Lee Jones played in that game and contrary to
' reports didn't break down with the same knee injury, he actually received a
painful kick to his other knee with a stud mark right on his joint line and it
‘was too painful to camy on. Just to finish off my scapbox bit, those whe
think that fraining methods have anything to do with our injuries are barking
- up the wrong tree. Looking th the injuries for this year where players
- haven't been available there is Mauro who sustained his injury on the
~ training pitch and 80% of the others have been contact injuries during
- matches. | bet that gave you a bit of a shock, you've never read anything
serious before from me have you? I'm not too well at the moment so | can
-~ give both barrels through my column instead of shouting at the kids and
making them tidy their rooms.
- Anyway, enough of that rubbish, onto updating injuries. Danny
~ had an operation last Wednesday on his troublesome groin. It was only a
| minor procedure and he spent one night in ital. Believe it of not he
was in the next room to his mother-in-law who was having cosmetic
surgery, Danny said it was something about having her mouth reduced.
When | went in to see him, Wanda was taking a bunch of flowers and
K:Jming them in her mum’s room. Evidently she moved the flowers every
~ hour so that she didn't have to buy two bunches. | had a little chat with her
mum whilst | was there and | can't understand why Danny says the things

he says about her to the lads at the club. if she is a witch she is certainly a u
pretty one. Danny will be out for about four weeks but that should be the
end of the problems he has been having with his groin.
Gary Stevens is recovering well from his operations and is well on tar&et , ey
e

for a March retum to training. Lee Jones's knee is still very tender due to
location of the stud mark. Lee may well be available for tonight but the
- chances are that he will be iﬂvolve? tomorrow night at Villa Reserves. Dave ! ou need
Kelly played at Middlesbrough and came through without any adverse
reaction, but the three games in six days will test his knee to the limit,
fingers crossed. I
1 The final paraﬁraph of my column has to be about Andy Thorn. I've asses s
known since the day after the Hereford match that this injury may well be
| the final straw for Andy and just hoped through all the consultations with
| Mr. Geary and subsequent operation that he may be able to carry on May we respecifudly draw your attention fo
. without any detrimental effects to his long term health. Unfortunately that i e .
wasn't the case and it finally hit me when | attended the press conference
to announce his early retirement from professional football. | never real
minded Andy being injured because he has a great attitude, trained har
moming and afternoon and looked after himself as far as food and drink
went, he’s a great professional. | can visualise the lads reading this tonight B e S
all looking at each other and in unison shouting “Is he sure?” it makes him think you would have seen that be was offside!
sound great doesn't it? Sam will be asking me to write his obituary in about
fifty years time when he pops his clogs. She’s a lot younger than him so he'll

ﬁrubablzdgo first, all the other mothers used to think he was her dad when We "Z-" e g OlL ﬂ( Cco Z)W'ed

e picked her up from school. | never realised how much stick | give Sam, it

fills half my page, | may have to try to get her off with one of our younger .
players so that | can continue writing about her. On a serious note to finish,
1 will probably miss Andy more than any player who's left the club before, 1
mostly | supfpose because he spent half of his time with me injured and the

other half of his time in my room even when he wasn't injured. The whole wand in b t wilh the N.H.S
club will be different without him and my job certainly won't be as AT MY DaNE W bl
enjoyable. I'm going to have to ask the editor to halve the space he gives 7 Sir Thomas Street * Liverpool L1 6HE
me as without Andy I'm going to struggle to fill 2 whole page. Good luck to Telephone: 0151-236 7051
him and Sam. Hoping there is nothing to report next time. Les Parry

Medicash’s optical grants.

uppay Swrwuim voaiod - preogad

With the right spectacles and a grant towards your eye test

Hit the Net - hitp://www.merseyworld.com/rovers - Whites online - The Official TRFC Web Site




Although all our games in our current
predicament are big ones, the next real big test is
our Fifth Round FA Cup match and you know, |
think we can pat ourselves on the back for getting
this far and to be honest the sixth round is not
that far from our clutches.

These days the romance of the Cup means even
more than it used to as far as I'm concerned.
Footy is the national obsession, trendy and middle
class and most of the recent converts to the game
will support Manchester United or one of their
local Premiership sides.

And | know I've said it before, but every small
success a lower division club achieves is actually a
big boost to the game. it proves there’s more to
life than the top 20 and the more success we get
the fewer times we will have to endure football
writers saying: “the gulf in class”. It may be true,
for the moment, but surely it fosters inferiority
complexes. .. it's not necessary and when they use
it, they make. it sound like they have uncovered
the holy grail of togga truth, when in actual fact
it's as old as the hills themselves.

And for this reason | sincerely hope that more
top flight teams tumble in the Cup this round than
ever before. And especially Man. Utd. Speaking of
which, you know they've lost five league games
this season, no more no less than Liverpool and
two more than Blackburn. Yet they are spoken of
in awe, held up as example of all that is right and
good in our world, life everlasting, Amen. Again
you footy writers have some sense of proportions
please.

And while I”"'m still just hanging on to the
thread, | heard a classic on Five Live the other
night: Picture if you will Reading versus Cardiff
City, one all in the first period of extra time,
9.50pm and over the tannoy you hear. The last
train to Cardiff is at 10.24pm... well | thought it
was funny anyway. Another thing that makes me
smile with happiness is the resurrection of the
England B internationals... Simmo will be there
soon, the World Cup still beckons for at least one
man at Tranmere?

And before | excite you with my knowledge of
the transfer scene, | want to take time out to
tackle a thorny issue. I'm lucky in my job that | get

to see the Rovers players a lot, but | am unhappy
now that | won't be seeing Andy Thorn as often as
| used to. | tore my ankle ligaments playing
football and had to sit on my team’s sidelines for
three months and that was bad. Andy has had to
endure injury after injury in his time at TRFC, but
you need to know this, he has remained a chirpy
cockney character, quick with a joke and a light up
your smoke. There are times when I've seen him
stare wistfully at his colleagues training their
hearts out, while he’s been kicking his heels, but
he still has time to talk about the weather with
you. And | will miss him and | wish him thee best
in whatever he does... perhaps he could become
a physio and write Les's notes from time to time
and get his own back.

Right talking of mavers and shakers here are the
top boys this week: In addition to the following |
counted at least thirteen loans and trials, but on to
the bit you've all been champing at the bit for:
Trevor Sinclair has finally quit his Nationwide hell
at QPR and joined West Ham for £3.5m, scoring
on his debut no less.

Keith Rowland and lain Dowie went the other
way by the way. Newcastle bought Andreas
Anderson for £3m from AC Milan and by the time
you're reading this who knows Gary Speed might
finally have gone to the Magpies too. Teammate,.
at least until last week, Andy Hinchcliffe finally left
Everton, to Sheff Wed for £2.9m. Andy Griffin is
another at Newcastle leaving Stoke for £1.5m,
while John O’Kane left Man Utd for Everton for
£400,000... and I'm telling you that could be one
good and cheap acquisition. Shaun Derry, Notts
County to Sheff Utd, Daniel Dichio from
Sampdoria to Sunderland (potentially another
great buy) Jon Cullen, Hartlepool to Sheff Utd,
Rufus Brevett, QPR to Fulham, Robbie Ryan,
Huddersfield to Millwall and Jehad Muntasser
went from Arsenal to Bristol City, as did Andy Cole
once!

On top of all those it was quite a week for
goalies, no less than four moved clubs and Jurgen
Sommer left these shores (QPR) to return home
(Columbus Crew). And finally a hearty welcome to
Steve Frail.




"dS(}ﬂ

\at:onmde on I
~ how teams have scored .. and how conceded average attendances

seckeybedow “Hd CROb V FK P I OG Hi CR Ob V FK P Ib OG

Birmingham 6 8 5 4 2 1 9 1 Birmingham 8 3 3 3 0 0 5 ©

Bradiord 9 7 1 4 2 0 8 1 Bradford 5 3 4 4 0 3 130

Bury 8 3 2 2 0 1 9 0 Buy SR (A Y [ e sy ok b e

Charlton 10 4 11 8 0 2 16 2 Chariton & 8 5 9 17 & 3 1

Crews 3 5 4 5 3 2 121 Crewe ¥ (e ik BRT L R B T

Huddersfield 4 9 4 3 0 1 9 1 Huddersfieid 5 b 8 3 0 1 16 3

ipswich 7 63 2 12 13 1 Ilpswich 11372 2- 02098

Man City g 8 6 1 1 3 4 1 ManCity 4 & -f § '3 3 9 2 I

Middlesbrough 7 7 8 8 0 2 17 1 Middlesbrough 8 2 3 2 0 2 8 O

Norwich 2 2 7 2 0 2 11 3 Norwich 8 6 8 3 1 1 13 1 B

< Forest 8.7 8 6.3 511 0 Forest 344 B0 10803
Oxford 7 5 4 7 0 3 10 0 Oxford 9 10 4 6 0 3 8 3
Port Vale 12 2.5 4% 1 7 % PorlVale 7.9 7 4 0 4 13 1 :
Portsmouth 5 8 6 6 0 2 4 0 Portsmouth S 15.8 3 F 't 8 2
QPR 7.6 4 3 0 3 6 1 QPR 1% 651 0 2950 Ty
Reading 6 8 0 4 0 4 5 3 Reading T 9 85 42 1 15 9 stats do nt;:tr

4 Shetf Utd 9 5§ 3 12 0 1 14 1 ShetfUtd 8101 3.0 1 7 1 Includethea

S Stockport 9 14 5 4 1 2 11 2 Stockport 6 6 7 8 2 2 10 0 .

4 Stoke 3 6 4 2 0 4 11 0 Stoke 106 9 41 3110 Vs |
Sunderfand 10 7 7 5 1 O 16 2 Sunderand 3 4 6§ 5 0 2 6 2 "“31‘:“33 |
Swindon 6 3 6 3 0 3 12 1 Swindon 8 7 6 4 3 2 10 1 ' d
Tranmere 6 6 6 1 0 0 9 0 Tranmere 4 3 106 0 1 13 0
West Brom 4 6 4 2 0 1 12 1 WestBrom S5 =T+ 0=0 %%

Wolves 7 6 8 5 0 0 12 2 Waolves 4 5 5 2 0 2 10
.- Hd=Heoder CR=Shot inside 6 yonds Ob=Shot oatside arec V=Volizy FK=Direct Free Rick P<Penolty 1h=Shot inside eren OG=0wa Gogl )
g ~ Bradiord a7 “_
Current Form Table Campaign Records  swnin = =
Highest/Lowest Gates Norwich 21 Kl
Index In the table below refiects the league position of the opposi- 40,055 Sundariand v Bradiord 26-Dac B_ury 43 14 |
tion in the & games. ie the higher the position, the higher the index. 4 176 Crewe v Swindon 11-Jan Hm “ﬂ_ El . -
W D L F A Pis Indx Sequence Highest Aggregate Scores Birmingham rin m ) |
5 1 0 9 3 15 40% WWWwWDW Forest 5-2 Chariton 22-Nov Man City TT A -
4 1 1 13 7 13 48% WLWWDW Crewe 2-5 Huddersfield 6-Dec Middiesbrough el El
4 1 1 10 6 13 43% WWDLWW  Stoke 0-7 Birmingham 10-Jan Potsmouth 38 K l
4 0 2 11 3 12 45% LWLWWW Biggest Home Win Wolves |l =
2 . E——a——0
4 0 2 10 7 12 41% LWLWWW  Tranmere 6-0 Reading 20-Sep Sl M — =
3 2 1 12 3 11 37% LWDWDW Man City 6-0 Swindon 27-Sep ocPRE—=m %
3 2 1 10 8 11 47% DDWWLW Biggest Away Win Forest = 1
3 2 1 8 7 11 55% WLWDDW toke 0-7 Birmingham 10-Jan Port Vale .74 ]
3 2 1 8 5 11 67% WWDDWL Consecutive Wins Charton 80 1
2 3 1 11 9 9 52% DDWLWD Sunderiand 5 ipswich 37 2 ;
3 0 3 9 9 8 3% WLWLLW Games Unbesaten fg:n—-‘-
3 0 3 6 9 8 89 LWWLWL Sunderiand 16
‘2 2 2 10 8 8 43% LWDLWD Consecutive Defeats
1 4 1 7 4 7 ©68% DDDWDL Porl Vale 7
2 1 -3 7 310 7 '59% WWLLDL - Games without a Win =
1 2 3 7 7 5 48% DDLWLL Huddersfield 14 I
12 6 14 5 74% LLWLDD
s Lk b A wthol” Current Sequences =
i1 2 3 2 7 5 36% DWODLLL Consecutive Wins -
0 5 1 0 3 5 50% LDDDDD Crewe 4
101 4 5 10 4 40% DLLUW Games Unbeaten
0 4 2 3 6 4 51% DLLDDD Crewe 6
1 0 5 7 15 3 58% LLWLLL Consecutive Defeats
0 3 3 2 7 3 48% LLDDDL Port Vaie, QPR, Stoks 2
e - — Games without a Win
.. various Div 1 sfats .. s Bury 13

23
7

Birmingham 21 36 22 13 14 2 PortVale 3 & 5-A 7

% Bradford 24 32 32 9 13 1 Portsmouth 2 31 46 2 24 8 ,

Bury 209 25 38 6 24 & QPR ¥ M. T -1t % e
Chariton 25 53 37 10 15 2 Reading 27 30 42 10 24 14 g League
Crewe 27 35 42 8 23 i3 SheffUtd 37 3 31 8~ 7 2 ~ goalsin
Huddersfield 34 31 41 7 24 19 Stockport 24 48 M & -7 club
Ipswich 30 35 30 8 22 13 Stoke 24 30 4 7 18 6 colour,
Man City 30 33 334 9 22 14 Sunderland 27 48 28 10 12 3 i Coca

s Middlesboro 30 49 25 8 13 1 Swindon 34 34 41 10 10 1 : Colz in
Norwich 28- 28 41 6 17 10 Tranmere 23 28 37 9 22 15 Jemson c FA
Nott'm Forest 26 47 28 19 5 1 WestBrom 24 38 BJ-"11. 8 1 0 i
Oxford 10 Wolves 30 40 29 9 15 8 bk




= %}7‘

-...,:_;‘

TRFC 1998 Diaries

NOW ONLY £J 38

Shirt Memories
Frames
(Printed Glass,
Gold Foil Plaque)

£29.50
BT Shirt

~ Memories

Tranmere
Teddies
from just

na '::.—.:;'z/: ::

TRFC Official Club Shop . Prenton Road West, Birkenhead, Wirral, Merseyside L42 9PN . TeIOISI -608 0438
Monday - Saturday: 9.00am - 5.00pm . Extended Opening Hours on Matchdays . Wednesdays Opens 10.00am.




The bame 01 My lite

Debuts don’t come much more daunting for a 17-year-
old than a European Cup Winners Cup tie against
Manchester United.

But at least Lee Jones was in good company when he
started a first team game for Wrexham for the first time
in a 2nd Round, 2nd Leg encounter against United at a
packed Racecourse ground in November 1990.

Wrexham, then in the bottom division, trailed 3-0
from the Old Trafford leg. Player-Manager Brian Flynn,
his hand partly forced by nationality regulations in
European competition, threw a collection of Welsh-born
teenagers into his line-up including Gareth Owen,
Wayne Phillips, Chris Armstrong and Lee Jones.

Lee recalls: “It was a massive game to make your
debut in. I think 1 qualified as the sixth Welshman that
night. 1 did not get nervous because Brian Flynn only
told me | was playing an hour before kick off.

“I don’t think we disgraced ourselves that night even
though we lost the game 2-0. | had one or two chances
and Les Sealey tipped one of them over the bar.

“We put up a good fight. We did not have much of a
chance being 3-0 down from the first leg. We would not
have had much of a chance if we were only 1-0 down.

“The oldest player in the Wrexham side that night
night was Joey Jones who came on as a substitute with
20 minutes to go - he got the biggest cheer of the night
because the first thing he did was boot Danny Wallace
six feet in the air!”

Many of the Wrexham youngsters who saw action that
night have gone on to enjoy successful careers - Owen,
Phillips and Phil Hardy with Wrexham, Armstrong at
Spurs.

Lee Jones was picked up in March 1992 by Liverpool
in a £300,000 deal and then all but disappeared.

In five years at Anfield he made four first team
appearances, all as a substitute.

By the time he was allowed to join Tranmere Rovers
on loan in March of last season, Lee had his mind fixed
on leaving English football altogether and trying his luck
abroad.

But Lee made a big impact during his loan spell,
scoring five goals in eight appearances.

By the time he arrived at the ground for the last game
of the season against champions Bolton a petition
pleading for him to stay at Tranmere and signed by
hundreds of fans was waiting for him.

“l was pleased with the way things went for me here
at the end of last season but I could not believe the

Europea Cup Winners Cup 2nd Round, 2nd Leg
November 7th, 1990 Att: 14,327
wansens MAN,. UTD. 2

(Robins, Bruce)
MAN. UTD.: Sealey, Irwin, Blackmore, Bruce,

WREXHAM...0 .......

Phelan, Pallister, Webb, Ince, McClair, Robins,
Wallace.

WREXHAM: Morris, Thackeray, Hardy, Hunter,
Beaumont, Phillips, Flynn (J. Jones), Owen,
Armstrong (K. Jones), L. Jones, Cooper.

petition. The name at the top of the list was John
Aldridge. Someone must have forged his signature.

“So | spoke to the chairman and my agent. Aston Villa
and Bolton were interested, but | did not want to go
somewhere and sit on the bench. I'd had enough of that
at Liverpool. | wanted to play in the front line. That's
why I ended up here”.
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Swmdg,a the...
ny highs we've
had over the years, We ve had our
differences but one pair of games, the |
1992-93 play off semi finals stands out.
Though we won the second leg 3-2 it
wasn't enough given we lost 1-3 at the
- County Ground. That same season a
_ Kenny Irons hat-trick steered us to a 3-1

=

Look no further than the dug out tonight as
Moo!dpaisfmmﬂ'leuerpooldayswto
outwit each other. Further back there are a
number of playing connections induding ex-
hero lan Muir who had.an g

h@d spells as %&’ ggd!;@ﬁmnager at the
C aty Ground with Tittle success” Gary
tﬂ z’“d John Kelly eﬂ;oyed'-{nuch

app| g i wllﬁhr{eA few Other T names....
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‘Up to
Christmas,
Swindon’s surge
towards
promotion had
been built on the
goals of Scottish

The 23-year-old repaid
every penny of the
£330,000 Steve McMahon
paid to Celtic during that
spell with eight, including a
hat-trick against Port Vale,
during October. By the time
suspension and injury had
disrupted his season, Chris
had already chalked up thirteen

i | goals, however without him the
/ | N ) \Viltshire side struggled for
44 goals and slipped out of the

top three. s

Pacy with good control and
an eye for goal, Hay was
recruited from Celtic Reserves
- where he played with our
own “loanee” Marc ny —

kicked off. If the h soc
thscribes had mr ri::jrdﬂ‘qf him,

ey very qui a e error
of their w;lys during autumn. After

scoring habit recently against

a warning today — it only takes a
¢ second to score a goal! He'll be
glad though that Andy Thorn is
not marking him this evening.
Indeed, he won’t be alone in

competitor.

;Robins

sensation CHEIS HAY.

a week before the season
Bk o

a barren spell, Hay got back in the

Bradford with a last minute
equaliser, which should serve as

that, as Andy was a fearsome

Robins’ 10 year record
Div.Pos. FA CC Top

9697 1 19 3 3 Alli 8,265
95/06 2 1 5 2 10,602
94/95°1 21 4 6 9,408
93/94 p 22 3 3 15,011
9283 1 5 3 3 10,489
91/92 2 8 5 4 9,871
90/91 2 21 4 3 9,507
89/90 2 5 3 4 9,433
ga/ge 2 &6 4 2 8,682
87/88 2 12 4 3 9,542

table above shows the division, fir
round reached in FA & Coca Caol
and avérage igague attendance.

league placing
eague scorer

Swindon’s league results
hme/awy Resull PointsaPosition
A=
3

Crewe
Reading
Huddersfield
Stoke Cijly
Ipswich Town
ott'm Forest
Tranmere
West Brom
Man CH?(
Port Vale
Bury
Wolves
Sunderland
Narwich City
Portsmouth

QPR
Bradfiord City
tockport
Middissbrough
Chariten
Oxford United
Sheft United
Birmingham
Nott'm Forest
Ipswich Town
rewe
Reading
Bradford City
Stoke City 3!
Huddersfield X
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T{ Gooden
231072

Fraser Digby
23/4/167 Eng UZ1
Brian Borrows 24
20/12/60 Eng B

Alan McDonald 23(2)
12110/63 N Ire 3

Chris Hay 22(3) 14 5 Celtic
2B/RI74 4 1
Crai 1 Dorcheste

alg Taylor 17(3) 1

24UTa 1

Scott Leitch 16(1) 1

6/10/69 £ %

Mark Wallers 15(4) 3 v

2/6/64 England 2(1} 1 Wolves (L) {Slok
Rangers Villa

Barren Bullock  14(5) 7(1)Huddersfialt
12/2/69 4

Mark Robinson 14(1) 1 3
21M11/58 2

Kavin Watson  11(2)
N7a 1
Stephen Finney 10(8) 4
31073 1{1)
Jason Drysdale  10(3)
17M1/70 Eng Yth 2(1)

Las Collins 8(a)
274

Phillipe Cuervo  9(3)
13/8/69 - 2
lan Culverhouse B{1)
22/9/64 EngYth 1
George Nda
2312174

Mark Seagraves
22/10/86 Eng Yth
Steve Cowe
28/974

Bobby Hows
ﬁfitnyﬁ

Sieve Iiu'lildenhall 3
13/5/78
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Alex Smith 2(3) i
15/2/76 ==
Frank Talia 1 1 Siagkburn Hartiepool

2007172 1
Michael Pattimore (2)
15/3/79

Robin Hulbert (1
14/3/80 Eng Yth =

Steve McMahon (1) gan City Liverpool
20/8/61 England lla Everton

eppearances - A (as sub), gD:ils -G and Cautions - C
date of birth & cup details on 2nd row



- Good evening and welcome to tonight's visitors Swindon
Town. This fixture should have been played this coming
Saturday but due to Rovers’ more pressing engagements
has been brought forward. Earlier in the season Rovers were

. unfortunate to lose 2-1 at The County Ground, a fact
acknowledged by Steve McMahon in his post match
.comments. At that point Swindon were nicely tucked in

with the leading pack and looked

b, s if they might well be the

3 surprise packet of the season,
but a poor run during the past
three months has left The

Robins to chase the play off

places for a shot at

promotion.

CURRENT FORM
Swindon are just emerging
from a disastrous run
which saw them dumped

out of the FA Cup by
s Conference side
Stevenage on home

Jizue
Fiimzy

soil, and lose eight out of ten league games as they
dropped from top spot to tenth in the First Division. The
break needed to end that run came when Chris Hay
snatched a last minute equaliser for The Robins at Bradford
City a couple of weeks ago. That was followed up by a
morale boosting 1-0 victory at home to Stoke. Reports
suggested the game was a bit of a yawn but when
confidence is low results come first and the performances
can follow. Ten days ago a battling 0-0 draw was ground
out away to Huddersfield and Steve McMahon will have
been hoping that the unbeaten run could be extended last
Saturday when Swindon entertained West Brom.

THE COUNTY GROUND

The County Ground whilst having been somewhat
redeveloped during the 90s still retains the character of a
traditional English football ground, i.e. four completely
different looking sides. The North Stand was built in 1971
immediately behind the old Main Stand which stayed in
place until construction was finished. On completion the old
stand was taken down leaving open ground between the
touchline and the front of the upper tier of the new stand.
The intention at the time was to add a lower tier but the
open area was not actually seated until 1992. To the right of
the North Stand is the Town End, formerly a terrace which
was converted to seating in 1990. It looks rather a poor
relation when contrasted with the North Stand and the new
Intel Stand which was erected in 1994 in place of the old
Tattoo Stand which had been closed for safety reasons in
1985. The Intel Stand took just 14 weeks to complete, and
it was intended to build a similar type of stand at the
Stratton End, but the club came into conflict with the
residents of the houses behind who objected to the
proposed height. As a temporary measure seats have been
bolted to two thirds of the terrace. Given the size of the site
the club occupy it is difficult to understand how the ground
came to be built so tightly into one corner, where the
closeness of their neighbours now stops the club from
completed the ground in the manner they would like.

THE LOUNTY GROWND




THE SQUAD
Fraser Diﬁby currently the longest
serving player on the books at
Swindon is the senior keeper with the
Robins. He joined Swindon in 1986
and celebrated his testimonial season
last term. His competition comes from
Aussie Frank Talia and 20-year-old
Steve Mildenhall. Last season
Mildenhall came on as an outfield
substitute at Prenton Park when
Swindon visited in the midst of an
injury crisis. :

At the back Brian Borrows has
been a permanent fixture since his
arrival from Coventry at the start of
the season, as has ex-Newcastle man
Mark Robinson since his return from
injury in December. Craig Taylor who
was picked up from Dorchester town
has impressed with his performances
this season and he is keeping the
experienced Alan McDonald on the
'subs bench. Out with a long term

THE MANAGEMENT

Following Swindon's
relegation from the /
Premiership in 1994,

john Gorman paid the

ultimate price when a

second successive
relegation  battle %
loomed in the Autumn of that year.
Enter STEVE McMAHON given his first
shot at management and the task of
keeping the club in the First Division,
This he could not achieve but he did
manage to steer the club to the semi
final of the Coca Cola Cup where they
were narrowly beaten by Bolton 4-3
on aggregate. The Swindon support
did not take to McMahon's style

initially and he managed to upset

them by selling crowd favourite Jan
Aage Fjortoft, but any reservations
they may have had in that first
season were overcome as he led the
club te the Second Division
Championship and promotion at the
first attempt. it speaks volumes that
he rates this as the highlight of his
career despite having won the games
top honours while aeJ:iayer at
Liverpool, where he played alongside
Aldo. An ambitious man he is
determined to lead Swindon back to
the top flight and the clubs recent
run will have probably tested his
patience more than arrytling else

5 -5. Main Sponsors of Swindon Town F.C. .“'5. - i_:,

| sfzIno. Nationwide - zing |

injury is club captain Mark
Seagraves. Other defenders on the
books include ian Culverhouse who
joined the club in 1994 from Norwich,
and Jason Drysdale who was one of
eight players placed on the transfer
list following the defeat by Stevenage.
New signing from Nottingham Forest
Bobb}( Howe has been brought in to
hopefully add some goals from
midfield. He had been on the list at
Forest frustrated at his lack of first
team opportunities. Scott Leitch who
was recruited from Hearts and Darren
Bullock a £400,000 signing from
huddersfield last season have been
vying for the ball winners role all
season with neither able to say they
are ahead in the pecking order.

In the flair and imagination
department McMahon can select from
the talented Frenchman Phillipge
Cuervo who joined the club in the
summer or Mark Walters who
scored a fizzy dazzler against Rovers at
The County Ground earlier in the
season. The tough tackling Lee
Collins who spent much of last
season out injured and Ty Gooden
who can play wing back or an
attacking midfield role complete the

- midfield options. Steve McMahon will

be hoping that 'Chris Hay can
rediscover the form which saw him
score 13 goals before injury
interrupted his season before
Christmas. The pacy Scotsman cost
£330,000 when he joined from Celtic
in the summer and took to English
football immediately. He is likely to be

artnered by Steve Finney who had a
oan spell with Cambridge earlier in
the season. On his return he struck in
three successive games in December
and he is currently preferred ahead of
George Ndah who was signed to fill
the gap left by the departed Wayne
Allison. Ndah has had a lean time of it
since his transfer scoring only once in
nine outings. The livewire Steve
Cowe who had 32 starts last season
has failed to find a regular place this
term. Kevin Watson may come into
contention now that loan siFning
David Thompson has been recalled by
Liverpool
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Just to prove that they weren't
totally dependent on Yardley,
Rovers bounced back with a §
convincing 3-0 win at Mansfield
with goals from Stevens, Pritchard
and Williams. Injuries were taking their ' B el
toll, however, and with Johnny King, Casey, :
Hill and Robertson absent they suffered S M :
their second home defeat of the season at 7 '
the hands of a useful Watford side. This ! /// ; '
match saw the debut of Rovers' latest S dCOrENEG—_——
acquisition, 23-year-old Scottish winger, John = WEH BALLRODM
MacNamee, a former team mate of George RN 1 b it i A et
Yardley’s in his Raith Rovers days. In King's (U Ui aletss
absence the reliable Stan Storton regained tﬁ;—» 'S
his right back slot while there was promising \ '
talk of Stan’s younger brother, Trevor, a 17-
year-old centre half who had just signed
professional terms after a string of impressive
reserve team performances.
_ Off the field came the sad news that Fred Lloyd
had been forced, by ill health to relinquish the
chairmanship of the club, his place being taken
by the long term director and local Co-op
chairman, Chris Hodgson.
For the next few weeks Rovers continued to
impress at home and failed to bring anything
back from their travels but there was no let up
from the Yardley goal machine. After going
down 0-2 at bogey team Southport in the
local derby Yardley collected a brace in an
impressive 2-0 revenge victory over Walsall.
He was given a new striking partner in this
match in young Kenny Beamish, a
Bebington lad who had made his debut at
the back end of the ill-fated 1965'66 season.
“Beamo” scored his first league goal the § X
followirig Friday against Scunthorpe, who s\ Sevedisselar o N
were beaten by the same scoreline. ST N

€

Thirky Ys278 AQo . ..

Rovers warmed up for their 4th round FA Cup tie
with Coventry City by beating Colchester 2-1 at Layer
Road thanks to George Yardley and Graham
Williams. The 3,739 cowd was a tenth of that at
Highfield Road seven days later! Meanwhile Trevor
Storton got a dramatic call up to the England Youth
squad.
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TECH LITHO
_J

Quality Colour Printers

Printers of the Award Winning
T.R.F.C. Programme 1996/97

2 Lipton Close, Brasenose Road Industrial Park,
Liverpool L20 8PU
Tel: 0151-922 5999
Fax: 0151-922 4448

WIRRAL TOOL HIRE

o Mixers @ Cool Cubes @ Mowers
e Drills @ Air Conditioners e Strimmers
@ Ladders o Wallpaper Strippers e Floor Sanders
e Whizers @ Lawn Rakes o Chainsaws
o Breakers @ Lawn Aerators @ Carpet Cleaners
o DPC Machines e Nifty Lifts @ Scaffold Towers
@ Generators ¢ Dehumidifiers e Heaters

elc. .. efc. .. elc...

BIRKENHEAD ROCK FERRY HESWALL MOLD
0151-652 3442 01516448314 0151 3426342 01352 700333

LIVERPOOL  CHESTER  WREXHAM  BOOTLE
01517332381 01244381617 01978 353900 0151933 3344

T. T. BAINES
Jewellers

COME AND SEE THE LATEST ADIDAS
SPORTS WATCHES
@ Finest sclection of gold jewellery and
diamonds ;-
@ Best cash prices offered for gold jewellery -
any condition
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS ADVERT

BIRKENHEAD MASTERCARD' HESWAILL
6/7 Charring Cross Visa Castle Buildings
(opp. McDonald's) SWITCH 155 Telegraph Rd.

Tel: 647 7419 WELCOME Tel: 342 2038
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Row Office Fufo on Rovers” coming Home & Auay Fiatures

Saturday, February 14th, 1998 - FA CUP 5th ROUND

NEWCASTLE v TRFC zpmko

CHECK AVAILABILITY WITH TICKET OFFICE FOR MATCH AND
COACH TICKETS

Wednesday, February 18th, 1998

NORWICH CITY v TRFC 7.45 pmko

Executive Coaches only — Depart 12.15 pm
£17.50 (£16 under 16/over 60)

Admission £12 adult, £7 Junior/Senior Citizens

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED FROM TICKET OFFICE BEFORE 5pm

TUESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY
NO TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE DAY
Saturday, February 21st, 1998

TRFC v CREWE ALEXANDRA 3pmko

SEATS FOR ALL RESERVED SEATING AREAS
ON SALE NOW

NEIWCASTIE,
NORIWICH

NEWCASTLE: Use Al, A68 and
then A6127, cross River Tyne
and at R/B take 1st exit into
Mosley St One way keep to left
lane into Neville St. At end tum
right into Clayton Street for
Newgate St. Then left into
Leazes Park Road (one way).
Parking to north of ground and
in side streets. For St James Park
— just follow the crowds.
NORWICH: Follow the ring road
to the east side of the city,
following the signs for Gt
Yarmouth (A47). Then follow
the signs for the Riverside Park
and Ride into Norwich. The
ground is next to park and ride
 carpark. el s

TRANMERE FANS EN ROUTE TO
s NEWCASTLE 7
You are invited to call in at the Rainton Lodge in
=S Durham. :
~ Mine Host Matty Roseberry says just follow the -
Al and the A690 and turn 1 mile towards
Sunderland

Nationwide

FOUTHALL LRAGDR

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP OF THE TRAVEL CLUB MUST
BE SHOWN AT THE TICKET OFFICE AT THE TIME OF
BOOKING TRAVEL

UNITED

N] Lewis‘\RM !!.'!

x

LEWIS 3
REED

THE WINNING

ot

eed
v sli® P ¥ ys

474 WOODCHURCH ROAD, PRENTON,
TEL: 608 9933

For up-to-date Tranmere Information, ring ROVERS CLUBCALL on

W

0891-12-16-46




When the Cheshires aren't keeping
the peace, they're winning trophies.
Join the Army’s sporting champions
and be part of your County’s Regiment.
Broaden your horizons, learn new skills,
gain qualifications and get paid
a starting salary after training of
£200 per week. If you are between
16'2 and 26 years old call your local

& Army Careers Information Office now.
There's no obligation or pressure.

JOIN THE CHESHIRES. BE THE BEST
CHESTER 01244 321833 Tnsmwmm&ote?@;::nm.
@ inin
CHEWE 11270 234503 - S Videos, Hi-Fi etc. Stewardess Service
BIRKENHEAD 0151 647 6860 ¢ i Hot/Cold & Hot/Cold Meals
STOCKPORT 0161 480 4188 Refreshments . Bwandoatunien
Our U.K. & Continental Tour Package Service includes

WARRINGTON 01925 631574 = arrangements for Hotels, Ferries, Special Events etc.

The Army weicomes applications from sligible candidates no matter what ! :

their manital status, race or ethnic origin or religious belisfs. The Army

comimitied to being an equal opportunities employer and has z strict = RUNCORN (01928) 5“51 5
code covering racial or sexual discnimination and harassment. i

| Head Office: Cavendish Farm Road, Weston, Runcorn.

28 For up-to-date Tranmere Information, ring ROVERS CLUBCALL on 0891-12-16-46 . Calls cost 50p/min. at all times




On Thursday, January 29th the Pups
gathered for their first meeting of the
year. Alan Beedles opened by
awarding prizes to recent Kennel
competition winners. They were v.
WBA - Katy Clough; Sunderland -
Michelle McLean and Andrew Taylor;
Oxford — Helen Shrimpton; Ipswich -
Katy Clough (again!)

Alan also announced, regretfully,
that the Norwich Awayday would not
not go ahead as many families
would be making the effort to go to
Newcastle, or Stevenage, and the
burden on the family budget would
prove too much.

It was fitting, following Rovers fine
FA Cup win over Sunderland, that the
Pups guests were goalscorer Andy
Parkinson and Alan Morgan. Andy,
used to the media attention
following interviews on TV and radio,
now had to face the real challenge -
a battery of questions from the Pups.

He opened by revealing his
experience at Liverpool. He started
out with Michael Owen and then
progressed, training with the likes of
Jamie Redknapp and Robbie Fowler.
Now his footballing education is
continuing under the wing of the
master goalscorer John Aldridge,
Andy revealed: "He was the main
reason for coming to Prenton P ark”.
Despite Michael Owen'’s call up to
the England squad Andy still
describes the new Liverpool hero as
Welsh — he was born in Chester!

At this point, Rovers' proudest

Welshman, Alan Morgan, looked
forward to the next round -
hopefully against Newcastle. Alan
said: “If we can keep Shearer quiet
we've got a chance”. Andy was asked
about his celebration after the goal.
“It was fantastic. | just set off on a
run and got to the paddock when
that fella with the flag jumped on me
- | couldn’t get him off! The crowd
were great all game. It's much easier
when the crowd are behind you.”

Alan described the fabulous team
spirit at the club, especially as a
number of youngsters are beginning
to prove their worth to the manager.
As a reward for their efforts the
players jetted off to Dublin for a few
days of golf and a day at the races.
“We sometimes get recognised but
Liam, David Kelly and the Gaffer get
all the attention”.

Alan is starting to look around for
a new house as he's now signed a
new contract that will keep him at
Rovers for a few more years, at least.
He fancies the Bromborough area at
the moment. On the other hand,
Andy is happy to live at home with
his family over the water in
Childwall.

As usual, bother players kindly
stayed behind to sign loads of
autographs for the excited Pups
before leaving to rousing cheers.
Thanks to Alan and Andy for their
support.

MIDFIELDERS
The Midfielders have kindly

donated a pair of Mizuno Estriela Jnr
football boots for the Pups. During
the meeting everyone was asked
their shoe size and the members
with the correct size will be put into
a hat to decide who wins the prize.
Those who weren't at the meeting
can leave their shoe size with Debbie
in the Kennel. The draw will be
made later in the season.

PLAYER OF THE MONTH

It is no surprise that Steve
Simensen has collected most votes
in January for his efforts between the
sticks and puts himself in the
reckoning for the Player of the Year
trophy in May. At the moment Lee
Jones is leading the way with David
Kelly in hot pursuit.

Sadly the news of Andy Thorn's
retirement from the playing side of
football has just been announced -
The Prenton Pups wish him all the
best for the future in whatever he
chooses to do.

Finally, the Pups welcome all fans
of Swindon here tonight, enjoy your
visit and have a safe journey home




Thanks io Today’s
MATCH SPONSORS

THE
WINNING TEAM
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e BT VUL AT
474 WOODCHURCH ROAD, PRENTON,
TEL: 608 9933

1155-1157 New Chester Road,
Eastham, Wirral L62 0BY
Telephone: 0151 512 5566

Fax: 0151 512 5577

For further information on Match Sponsorship,
contact Debra Black or Eddie Reid
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GB TRANSPORT

Quality and Service Withour Compromise
Daily transport services throughout Wirral,

=
= Merseyside, Warrington, Preston, Southport,
-

Distributors of Architectural
Hardware & Tesa Hotel Card Systems

IMedi

Armstrong House, Swallow Street
Stockport, Cheshire SK1 3LG
0161 476 4044

Leyland, Chorley, Wigan & Skelmersdale
For more informarion contact John or Alan at our

NORTHWEST OPERATIONS CENTRE
0151 523 1122




“A" TE&M

14 (1 Xoumas)
A 190 (M. Gbson)

5th! Marecambe Res A 26 (Moran, Gibbons)
A 54 (Moran2, Parkinson 3)
A 05

BackbumRovers™8” H &1 (Moran 2, Gibbons, Gibson)
H 0 :

18 : 4 1-1 (Parkinson)

Bth0d  BolionW. A" A 02

IsNov  Crewe AlexRes. H 13 (Moran)

BhNov  Oldham Alh. A" A 21 (Momn2)

g:&ﬂm Man, Utd. "A" H 13 (Williams)

Nov K A 33 (Moren, Mdntyre, Williams)

Bl Sy B

13th Dec ‘A’ H 14 (Willams)

20th Dec  Maine Res, A 340 (Koumas, Edwards 2)
10thJan  Morecambe Res H 20

17thjen  MarnineRes. H 5-1 {Koumas, McAteer, Anthony 3)
24thlan  Oldham Ath “A” H

Jistlan  Crewe AlexRes. A 2-2 {Anthony, Taylor)
Tthfeb  Livemool A H

14thfeb  Everton "A” A

20stFeb  Bolon W, A" H

@thfeb  BladkbumRovers™d” A

ThMar  Man Gty A" H

14th Mar  Preston NE"A" H -

2istMar  Bury A" H -

28th Mar  Preston NE A A

$hApr  Marine Res 4

1MthApr  Bumley A" A

A

mCASHIRE
LEAGUE

DIVISION 2 - “B” TEAM
I6thAuz  Oldham Ath. 8" A 2 (CEdge P Tayior
18thAug  Crewe Alex A" A 2-1 (P.Rogers C Edge)
BrdAwg  Bladdbum R B’ H 42 (K Daves 3, R Hinds)
0thAug  Wigen Ath. A" A 13 (Williams)
ndSept Liverpool B A o1
13thSept Wresham '8’ H 4—0(1'@&30&3)
16th Sept  Everton “B” A 12 (K Davies)
20thSept  Bumley "B A 42 (Koumas, Moran 2, Craves)
® A 03

A 20 (Shaps, Hinds)

A 30 (Moran 2, Ecge)

H . 2-1 (Lampkin, Davies)

H 40 (Edge2, Davies Tayior)

H 41 (Edge, Small Taylor, Lampn)

A 22 (Rogers Joy)

H 22 (Roger Joy)

A )

H o 22 (Tayior2)

H 62 (Taylor Daviss 2, Edge 2, Holmes)

H 20 (Edge Hines)

A 2:2 (Edge Holmss)

H 13 )

H 21 (Davies, Hinds)

H o)

A

H

A

A

A

H =

H

H 2

A

H =

H &
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CREWERES2 TRFCA2

Tranmere A had a good result at Crewe Reserves
gaining a 2-2 draw, but in the end it was disappointing
as they were easily the best team and threw away a
two goal lead. In the first half hour Rovers played
some brilliant football and should have scored more
goals, Chris Edge in midfield doing particularly well.

Tranmere scored two goals through Marc Anthony
and Perry Taylor to give them a well deserved lead. In
the second half Rovers tired a little and the
experienced Crewe side came back into the game.
Danny Coyne was playing in goal to give him some
match practice and his obvious experience helped his
young defenders many times.

Crewe reduced the arrears with a splendidly taken
goal, and soon afterwards Rovers were awarded a
penalty but unfortunately Ryan Williams failed to score
from the spot kick. In the dying minutes Crewe scored
an undeserved equaliser to send a young Tranmere
side home bemoaning missing too many chances.
Team: Coyne; Holmes, Joy, Sharps, Small, Edge,
Williams, Anthony, Taylor, Koumas, Graves. Subs:
Tippett, Shields, Kelly.

TRFCB 2 STOCKPORTA 1
Tranmere came out on top in a hard fought game
against Stockport County. The bumpy pitch, and a
referee prone to give free kicks every time there was
any physical contact at all, made it difficult to see too
much stylish football. Rovers had more of the play and
threatened the visitors goal several times. After 20
minutes they tock the lead when Spencer Garry shot
across the goal after a corner was cleared and Richard
Hinds deflected the ball over the line.

Ten minutes later Stockport equalised when one of
their forwards headed in from close range from one of
the numerous free kicks the referee was awarding,
although it was poor marking by the Rover defence.
The second half was a similar pattern to the first until
Kevin Davies scored the winner. He turmed a
Stockport defender in the penalty box and fired a great
left foot shot inside the near post to beat the keeper.
In the last 10 minutes Rovers resisted some late
County pressure but emerged deserved
winners.

Team: Murphy; Crowe, Sutcliffe,

Hinds, Mungall, Holmes, Molenda,
Rogers, Davies, Gibbons, Garry. Subs:
Aldridge Taylor, Walsham, Hay.

Warwick Rimmer and the Young Genenation



John ALDRIDGE

| FELTON DESIGN

%  zBULD %
} | Tel: 0151 644 6844

Danny COYNE

The Goren, Esle, Bhmal

Tel: 0151-338 3418

%] John MORRISSEY

HIND STREET, BIRKENHEAD
TEL: 647 3777

MALCOLM JONES

Tranmere’s No. 1
Supporter from Wales

e E

Lee JONES

Sage Accounting Software
PHOENIX BUSINESS
SOLUTIONS
W TEL: 0151 327 6599
. 000 |

T Andy PARKINSON

- all weather sports
Prciec Telephone:
N~/ 01516391390

Boot Sponsor- Copyfax Services - 632 3182

b\ et the right result with Keith Park
K SPORTS N

The Wheatshea ﬂnum :
' (16th eontmry)

W T T
$ o 3

Manufacture & Repair of Dry Suits for |

MANAGEMENT |
Tel: O151-474 2222 Fax: 0151-474 2020 |

Liam O'BRIEN

PENINSULAR (NW) LTD
P Building Contractors R
= 12 Legh Rd, New Ferry, Wirral [PhNah 7

Tel: 0151 6440106 |

STATIONERY LTD

Station Rd, Hoylake 3134

e . 3
- el

= David KELLY
g WWS (Wiral)
UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS
Freephone 0800 838421

FRESHWATER LTD.
Spedalists in
Domestic Filtration
TEL: 0151 606 0808

iy,

!

~ %]  Alan MORGAN |

CHARLES STEPHENS
(Birkenhead) LTD.
645 4396

Dave CHALLINOR |

709 4004
TEA & COFFEE MERCHANTS

dnysiosuods xahe




Debra
Black

Julie
Knights

Main
Sponsorship:

£220

Boot
Sponsorship:

£55

REDCOURT - ST. ANSELM'S

Nursery and Day School for

Girls & Boys Aged 3-11 years
TEL: 652 5228

Alan MAHON
MARTIN In association
FREEL with
0151 . THOMPSONS
608 7727 TAVERNS

Dirk HEBEL

i TEL:
guﬁlﬁg 632 6183
Private
your Private &

: Kenny IRONS

Supplying
Quality to the
Retailer
Tel: 01244 543454

Steve SIMONSEN
u _s. The US. Athletic

Co. Ltd.
111 Summers Road,
Tel: Brunswick Bus. Park,
0151 708 0132 Liverpool L3 4BL

| Boot sponsor- ABLE TRANSPORT 644 7519




Opponents & Event
| WestBromwichAlbion =~ | 12|
Hartlepool United (CCCI-1)
Queens Park Rangers

Hartfepool United (ccci-2y 7 2

Notts County (CCC-2/1)
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| Oxford CCCR3  (lost 5-6 on pens)

Wolverhamptonw, |

West Bromwich Albion

Queens Park Rangers

Sundertand (ACE)

{|swindonTown
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Huddersfield Town -
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@ First Substitute A Second Substitute
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Simonsen
Simansen
Simonsen

Simonsen

Simonsen)

Simonsen
Simonsen|

=

Simonsen| Stevens

| Simonsen| Morgan

S |
Coyne Thompson| McGreal | Thom | O'Brien®| Momissey}
Coyne Thompson| McGreal | Thom | O'Brienil| Morfsseyd Cook
Coyne Thompson| McGreal | Thom | O'Brien | Mormissey Cook
Coyne Thompson| McGreal | Thoma | O'Brien | Morissey)
Coye 8| Thompson| Chalinor| Thom | O'riena Branch
Coyne | Stevensdl Thompson| McGreal | Thom | lronsM | Branch
Coyne Thompson| McGreal | Thom | O'Brien®| Morrissey
Coyme Thompsond McGreal | Challinor | O'Brienil| Monfssey)
Coyne | Stevens | Thompson| McGreal | Challinor| O'Brien | Morrissey A
Thompson| McGreal | Chalinor® frons | Morrissey
Thompson| McGrealdf Challinor | frons | Momssey
Stevens | Thompson| Hill Chalfinor | lrons | Morgan
Thompson® Morgan | Challinor | Irons Mormissey
Thompson| McGreal Thom | frons# | Challinor
Thompson Thom | Irons1 [ Mellon
Thompson Thom | krons® | Mellon
Thompson| Thom | kors | Mellon
Si Thompson| McGreal Thoma | lronsl | Mellon

Morgan | McGrea| Chaflinor [ lrons | Morrissey
Thampson| McGreal Thom® | lrons | Morrissey
McGreal Thom | lrons® | Velon

Thompson Thom | lrons | Morgan
Thompson Thom® | lrons | G.Jones2
Thompson Challinor | lons | G. Jones

Mcbreé

M Third Substitute

B = Booked SO =Sent Off % Own Goal

osday g Sumasadi) - (z8££ 759-1510) 2dwies yiN Aq paudisag

Real Sodiednd 06,91 - £250,000

Dave Challinor - EUT9 Chester 2.10.75
Dublin 8.12.77 . Maris, Dublin 08.96 —

(ologne 24.13.72 Bursapor

* (TLTL 9L#-1510) Pyl 3seqadA|

Wrexhom 29.5.73 liverpool
Birhom 25.11.65 Sunderlond

ntyre
Alan Mahon- Erel21 Dublin 4478
Portugl 166,76 Cosopia
Micky Mellon ~ Poisley 18.372 Blockpoo!
Alan Morgan - WU21. Ayt 211,73 B YTS
John Morissey - Y Upool8.3.65

Steve Simonsen - EY $. Shiolds 3479 Ex. Y15
Gory Stevens - EngBorrow 27.3.63  Glosgow Ryis
Andy Thompson  (annock 9.11.67 Wolves

- (hestied 31.8.78 Monsfield

(6665 TZ6-1510) o ypaL Aq pajung

TRFCDebut 9798 Lge 97-98 Cup TRFC Career
Apps/Gls Apps/Gls Apps Gls

647 3 -
1247 2

& Daote

¥ Brighton 17.8.91
v WBoro 17.9.91
¥ Stoke 28.2.97

vPboro 8.5.93

v an Gty 31.1.98
v Forest 18.10.97

v Bury 2.12.89

v Millwall 20.11.93
v Southend 28.3.97
v¥BA9.8.97

v Southend 25.4.97
v Forest 18,10.97

v Hudfiekd 3.2.96

v Sheff. U.1.11.97
v Ipswich 17.4.96
v Southend 4.10.85
¥ Bolton 23.194

v Walves 22.10.97

v Bradford 15,11.97

v Sun'lond 24.9.94
v WBA9.8.97
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Morgan

Mellon i

Mellon | Momissey | Mclntyre | Pakinson® H
Chalinor| Hil | Glones | Miellon | Morisey | Copne | Merdge
Challinor | Frail G. Jones
Challinor | lions | G. Jonesa

Challinor | trons1 | Morrissey

L Jones1| Aldridge | Morgana|
L Jones| Aldndged Branch® | Iro
L Jonesi 4 Aldridge | Branchk

g

L Jones Aldridgedt
Ljones | Aldridged
L Jones OiBrign.

i

L Jones Mahon. BranchA
L Jones!| Mahon® | Branchil | Morganal Laws
L Jones®| MahonA | Branch® | Morganll] Peascn

L. Jones1| Aldridg Malmn Wiseielme f
Mahon® | ity |

M{Inryf_e}, Knight

L Jones1| Aldridge
LJones | Mellon®
L Jones | Mormssey

L Jones | MomsseyA Challinor
LlonesTl Morsseyd
L Jones | Morrisseyd
Lionest Adidge®) Mah
Mellon | Parkinsond
L Jones | AldridgeA)

L Jones | Momisseyd

Bife

Mellonil | Moriserd

Jones8 Morrisseyd Mahonil Branch®

Mellon | Moriseyd Morganl] Branche|
Branchl 1 3 Mel!on.
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Scorers -Goalscorers in Bold

Portsmouth......rv.. 29

ﬁﬁ‘ s :7:.1».-
% Nationwide e & || Bl
R R R e TR  (from Page 11
7;;:2 ‘]75 - (Upto &including Saturday, 7th February). Fapell)
VI P D A Pts
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16149 10 Huddersfield...........30 8 9 41 33 10. JOHN ROBERTSON
44 [ Stoke 30 B9 a5 33
2 Port Vale......ccoc 30 8 6 47 30
H’H 1 Man. City. 230 7 9 34 30
% ) Tranmere...........o....29 7 9 38 30
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TRANMERE MIDFIELDERS |
Many thanks to Lee Jones for being our |
guest at our recent meeting. He answered all |

ions honestly and also let us into |

mates the better!l). Like Alan Morgan and |
Steve Simonsen, he was on the winning quiz
team but had to leave before colledting his |
| Mars Bar. :
Next meeting is on March 2nd and'new |
members are more than welcome to come |
along,

*| VALENTINE'S DISCO ;
i February 16th in Aldo’s. (8pm - 10pm). |
o Members £1.50, guests £2. Pay on the door. |

AWAY TRAVEL
i We are organising a coach to the Stoke Gty |
1 game on March 28th. This will cost you £8 |
payment to our meeting on 2nd March or |
i telephone Malc on 336 5400. Tickets are |
limited so its first come, first served.
TRANMERE MURAL
| We are still looking for ideas for the |
| Tranmere Mural... so all you artistic types |
| please get to work and let us have your |
drawings as soon as possible. Then the fun
begins with the paint.
FINALLY... A
| We were saddened to hear of Andy Thom's |
il enforced retirement. We at the Midfielders |

~ Prae-Match
.~ On-Pitch
 Entertainment : / ';j.
~ Supplied -
by :

~ Matchday .
Music
= -y
by
First Aid
Cover at
Prenton
Park is

provided
by M

Disabled
Enclosure
Sponsor

t Medcasi |

a few dub secrets (least said about room | §

Another busy
week behind
the scenes
with not a lot of notice to get
everything organised for tonight's re-
arranged fixture. Thanks to everybody -
staff,  sponsors, programme
contributors, typesetters and printers
for responding so quickly. I'm sure
there aren't many (if any!)
gfpographical errors tonight, but if so

o forgive us as we didn‘t have the
usual amount of time for proof
reading! Audrey Evans, is having time
off from our Club Shop at the moment
whilst holidaying in Australia — she'll be
disappointed to have missed another
match - but no doubt her nephew will
fax the results out to her, as had
already been arranged for all the other
fixtures which take place while she's
away!

Don't forget our next Ground
Committee Meeting takes place on
Thursday in Aldo’s at 7.30 p.m. See you
there.

L. Layfield of Oxton, Wirral was
last month’s holiday winner.
JOIN NOW AT £1 PER

WEEK AND YOU CAN WIN
UP TO £5,000

Uiyl

e Pk

- The General Wenager

DAVE RUSSELL SUITE GUESTS

IMPRESSED WITH STAFF

Last week we received the following
letter from John Weir, Director &
General Manager of Bass Taverns:

“| recently attended the Tranmere v.
Sunderland FA Cup tie. Although the
result was not to my liking, | feel |
must write to you and hopefully you
will pass on my comments to your
staff.

! was a guest in the Dave Russell
Suite and being in the drink and
food hospitality business would
comment that the staff who were
dealing with us were excellent

I know people within the industry
are very quick to complain and slow
to compliment, but | feel that | must
write this letter of compliment.

Good luck for the rest of the
season, apart from Saturday, 4th
April when hopefully the recent
result will be reversed!!

JUDGE PICKLES IS NEXT

CELEBRITY DINNER SPEAKER
We had another successful Dinner at
the end of January when Lawrie
McMenemy was our speaker and we
feel sure the next dinner on Thursday,
26th March with Judge Pickles will be
an equally entertaining evening.

Tickets are £26 - contact Debra Black

ol per

b mmﬁg =
with 2 M;'esdemdm
oplions {0 please faste, we
believe that you won't find 2 better

A -

for details on 608 4194.

place for your super white wedding!
W::: inand ask to see
our portfolio of photos and

-
, =5

white

Calls cost 50p/min. at all times




Direct Marketing Support of Upton, chose Andy : e
Parkinson to receive their man of the match oward Wammummwmam

following the memorable cup match against Sunderland

Preutou People

The Vice President club members made it three in a row
and Graham Knights did the honours with the after
match presentation.

Ourbaﬂspolwsor anbomugh&nsanrSﬂlﬁm:p
with match officials and our mascot Andrew Harrison
before kick off

two grandsons : b 2 :
(Matthew 10, mdnmue-'?}ashfs mmm?mrmw
guests at the Sunderiand match. s Co. of Efesamin cNet
Matthew is a goalkeeper for South this was their first taste of corporate
Shields Primary FA and they train ot ~ I0Spitality at Prenton Park. What a

a school well known to our own great match to choose! Everybody
Medicash is now operating in the plans are already in hand for
North East return visit.




Guest Weiters Air Their Views

Sports Reporter Paddy

Billy Connolly once said that gving a performance to his heroes
dunng the 1974 World Cup was one of the best laxatives he ever
had and said being confronted with a roomful of Billy Bremners
and iE\);e;é'ﬁ's. Laws was, in his words, “hellish”. e 8
strange it must seem, your hiumbie commespongent
hwiusthowm but while the Big Yin experienced gaer:;
in Germany, many of m&esphinﬁe: loosening moments have
due to the presence of the Prenton Park management team in the
tunnel under the Directors Box in the main stand.

Picture if you can a callow youth of 24 of age, fresh faced
ggg_ untouched by the ravages of stress-related long term alcohol

iction.

| was that svelte and cheerful dandy, brimful of the joys of a
newly-found job as football reporter with the big chance to
become the next Nick Homby or Hamy Harris, covering Tranmere
Rovers on a regular basis with a Press Box seat and access all areas
pass to John dridﬁe‘s staff after every game.

I had got the dream job, wrmnﬁ about the very subject which
had consumed me every waking hour (and large proportion of
those sleeping) from the ealy years of my life. The soccer train
spotter who lucked out, a child of the football revolution for whom
his Panini sticker album collections, two decades of Shoot! annuals
and an arest at an Old Firm game finally amounted to something

But | had to speak to Aldo and Kevin Sheedy and was
completely at a loss as to how [ was going to be able to summon
the courage to speak to two of the greatest idols of Irish football.

Aldo isn't just the Tranmere manager, he is the striker |
followed across Europe to Germany and Italy and to the USA the
man who helped bleed me dry finandally by scoring in front of my
rapturous eyes against Mexico on a June aftemoon in 1994 thus
forcing me to contemplate an immediate £300 loan from my credit
card company or consider a life of petty crime in small town Forida
just to feed myself.

And all at ooce, moments before | was due to speak to him
and his assistant, as | tried to maintain my cool under the gaze of
several seen-it-all-done-it-all hacks, he and Kevin Sheedy walked
past me, and while | could lie pointlessly, | don't mind telling you
my sphincter all but loosened.

Both seemed to glide impericusly past, while all | could think
of were Aldo's goal against Tunisia and Kevin gloriously robbing
Steve McMahon of possession outside the box on a rainy Sardinian

night in 1980. But simultaneously | recalled a thousand sepia

football books a million Match of the Day programmes and
my bedroom wall pesters of Charlie Nicholas, the Republic of
Ireland 1987 team, Dave Langan (I'm not joking), Liam Brady, Chris
Hughton and Tony Galvin (no, that last one was a joke).

“IDOL Mmp”~

Standing as a supposed upwardly mobile member of the New
Labour “Cool Britannia® generation unphased by anyone, | was
confrontad in real living colour by the posters | cut with my sdissors,
from my magazines and stuck on my wall, in my house in suburban
Northern Ireland. Like a living breathing commemoration of my
teenage obsessions they strolled past... and | suddenly realised just
what Billy Connolly had meant.

He was overwhelmed by his heroes, and | realise that | am, and
to a great extent always will be. And when | worked this out, | also
reafised | am only a football writer because it acts as an emotional
surrogate for the professional football career | never had - just as |
suspect it does for all football writers.

To illustrate this point 1 can tell you the tale of a prominent
member of the Liverpool football media who | once caught redting
an obviously well-rehearsed Motsonesque commentary on
condemning Everton to relegation in the last minute of an Anfield
Derby while scoring a goal in the warm-up to 2 five-a-side game in
tha less salubrious setting of 2 Bootle leisure centre. The reporter in
question, who | cannot name for legal reasons (he may sue me),
was doing nothing more than %eeping his professional football
dream alive, much the same way as | do, only rather than seeing
Everton go down | still relive my Charlie Nicholas-beating-five-
defenders-and-scoring-at-the-Rangers-end-of-Parkhead-on-New-
Years-Day-1983 fantasy. (The other main difference is in my dreams
| somersault after scoring and land with my bottom in the air and my
shorts around my ankies).

Even as the fonts of knowledge who inform the Merseyside
public of the goings-on in its three great football dubs we are like
barely developed junior school U11 strikers, chasing after quotes as
they would a football, in a great scrumike pack.

And in this is the root of my point. While thousands of people
throughout the nation rely on the (mostly) well written, well
informed and objective opinions and stories from the football
correspondents in the papers and on TV, they can perhaps put too
much stock in the maturity of the reporters.

So next time you read my match reports in the Wirral News, |
hasten you to exerdse some caution. For both my writing and | are
supreme examples of an almost incontrovertible truth: behind every
football ndent and his prose there lies a huge collection of
Shoot! annuals, a plethora of dog-eared Frank McCarvey/lan
Rush/Cyril Regis/Alan Ball posters and a million broken, strewn and
cast away Subbuteo figures masquerading as their favourite players,
“substituting” the professional career they never had, perfect
metaphors for their dreams.
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